Emergency department immunization of the elderly with pneumococcal and influenza vaccines.
To determine the feasibility of immunizing unvaccinated elderly patients with influenza and pneumococcal vaccines in the emergency department. A convenience sample of elderly patients presenting to an urban university-affiliated ED. Elderly ED patients were asked about prior influenza and pneumococcal immunization. Nonimmunized patients were given information sheets, were informed of the changes for vaccination, and were asked if they desired immunization as part of their ED care. Those desiring immunization who lacked contraindications were immunized. One hundred thirty-three patients were enrolled. Eighty-two percent had not been immunized with pneumococcal vaccine; 62% of these nonimmunized patients stated they desired pneumococcal vaccination, and 58% were immunized. Sixty-three percent of the 133 patients had not received current influenza vaccine; 54% of these nonimmunized patients stated they desired influenza vaccine, and 50% were immunized. The majority of elderly ED patients are not immunized adequately with influenza and pneumococcal vaccines as recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Most elderly patients will accept immunization with these vaccines as part of their ED care. These vaccines can be delivered effectively to elderly patients in the ED.